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THE LOCAL CHAPTERS 

New York Chapter 

The March meeting of the local chapter was held at Columbia University. 
Before an enthusiastic assembly of over two hundred teachers and friends of 
Spanish Mr. Lawrence A. Wilkins delivered in Spanish one of the addresses of 
his recent lecture tour of the leading universities of Spain. This inspiring 
speech showed a sympathetic understanding of the true nature of the Spaniard. 
At the same time Mr. Wilkins portrayed to the Spaniard the people of the 
United States so faithfully that the former might better understand the culture 
of this new world discovered by Spanish enterprise. 

Professor de Onis, of Columbia University, announced the publication by 
the Instituto de las Espafias of the poems of the Chilean teacher, Gabriela 
Mistral. 

Much interest was shown by the members in the "fiesta de la lengua espa- 
fiola" held every year on the anniversary of Cervantes. A beautiful medal is 
awarded by the Instituto to the pupil in each high school who presents the 
best essay on the life of the immortal Cervantes. 

The annual contest for students of Spanish in the New York high schools 
was held Thursday afternoon, June 8, in the Auditorium of the De Witt Clinton 
High School under the auspices of the local chapter. Five students appeared 
chosen out of a large number competing in written composition on subjects pre- 
viously announced, "El Imperio de los Incas," "El Peru Moderno," and "Fran- 
cisco Pizarro, Conquistador del Peru." 

Great credit is due to Mr. Reuben M. Byrne of the Spanish department of 
the De Witt Clinton High School for the success of this "Fiesta del Peru." 
The singing of the national song of Peru by Seiiorita Byrne accompanied by a 
chorus of De Witt Clinton boys, and the cuadro, "Pan America," presented by 
Morris High School girls and directed by Mr. Byrne, are worthy of particular 
mention. 

Mr. William Barlow, President of the New York Chapter, presided and 
Mr. Lawrence A. Wilkins, director of modern languages, made the awards. 

The judges were Sefior J. Torres Wendell, Mr. Lawrence A. Wilkins, and 
Mrs. Gracia L. Fernandez de Arias. 

Under the direction of Mr. Manuel Andrade of De Witt Clinton High 
School the local chapter presented "Zaragiieta" the afternoon and evening of 
June 10 in the Auditorium of Stuyvesant High School. 

Hearty well-merited praise and a substantial addition to the funds of the 
treasury of the local chapter rewarded the efforts of Mr. Andrade and his 
talented players. 

Chicago Chapter 

At the meeting held on Saturday, February 11, pupils from the Waller High 
School presented before a delighted audience two dramatic numbers, a scene 
from "Zaragiieta" and a playlet, "En la Joyeria." 
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Sr. Gregorio Flores, in his conferencia on Simon Bolivar, gave a most 
eloquent and sympathetic interpretation of the life and work of the great libera- 
tor. To Sr. Flores thanks are due for an altogether new conception of this 
outstanding South American hero. 

On Saturday, March 11, the members of the Chicago Chapter of the Ameri- 
can Association of Teachers of Spanish were the guests of the Spanish Club 
of the University of Chicago at Ida Noyes Hall. The program, which was 
planned by Professor C. A. Parmenter, was greatly enjoyed by all present. 

Miss Arcuri recited with exquisite taste three poems by Manuel Machado, 
"Castilla," "Lluvia," and "Otofio." The Misses Wallace and Shanks were charm- 
ing in their stage presentation of "El encanto de una hora." Professor Joaquin 
Ortega's conferencia on "La int'erpretacion de la cultura espanola" was a 
delightful mingling of sal andaluza, with a just appreciation of the great con- 
temporary Spanish authors, poets and artists who are interpreting "La verda- 
dera Espaiia, la Espaiia que cree, sufre, y crea." 

At the closing meeting of the year, held on May 20, the program consisted 
of a conferencia on the political history of Mexico by Sr. Demofilo Gonzalez, 
the staging by Lake View High School pupils of "La Broma" and several scenes 
from Valdes' novel, "Jose," and the presentation by Senn High School pupils 
of the one-act play, "Que Felicidad." 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year : President, Sra. 
Isolina R. Flores ; Vice President, Miss Jessie L. Marsh ; Secretary-Treasurer, 
Miss Florence Stuart. 

Northern California Chapter 

The San Francisco Public Library was the meeting place of the Northern 
California Chapter at the February session. 

Senor Irazoque of the Spanish department of the University of California 
gave an illustrated talk on "Mexico." Dr. Eduardo Paya followed with a prac- 
tical discussion of texts suitable for class room use in secondary schools and 
colleges, work based on the study of the Spanish Drama. 

Under the title "The Place of Dramatics in Spanish Teaching," Dr. Paya 
presented a chronological and comprehensive outline of the Spanish theatre of 
the modern period. 

The Northern California Chapter held its annual meeting July 18, at the 
University of California. The time for this meeting is generally set during the 
summer session to enable the many teachers of Spanish to attend. 

Professor E. C. Hills, Professor of Spanish at the University of Cali- 
fornia, gave a very appreciative paper on "Our Debt to Spain." Many aspects 
of Spanish-American history were brought out in a way as only a true 
scholar and student of all that is Spanish could have done. Professor Heras, 
Professional Lecturer in Spanish of the University of Iowa, of the sum- 
mer session staff of the University of California, spoke in Spanish on 
"What a Foreign Professor learns at an American University." 

The last number on the program was a discussion on "Methods of Teaching 
Spanish in the High Schools." Miss Sylvia Vollmer, Junior College of El 
Paso, gave an informal paper on the subject. 
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New members were enrolled after Dr. Coester of Stanford University ex- 
plained the aim of the association. 

Ohio Chapter 

At a banquet held in the -early spring at Columbus, there were repre- 
sentatives from the principal high schools and colleges of the State. A report 
on the annual meeting of the Association at Washington during Christmas 
week was made by Professor W. S. Hendrix. 

The talk on "Customs of Central America," by Professor Santiago 
Gutierrez of the Ohio State University was followed by a discussion of con- 
ditions in Puerto Rico, by Professor Coney Sturgis of Oberlin College. Mem- 
bers of the Spanish department of the Ohio State University presented Lopez 
de Ruedas Paso "Las Aceitunas." 

Gracia L. Fernandez de Arias 
New Utrecht High School, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 



Another New Chapter 



San Antonio, Texas, has added a new chapter to the roll of our organization. 
The officers are: President, Mrs. E. P. Carvajal, Supervisor, Modern Lan- 
guages, San Antonio; Vice-president, Mr. C. E. Castafieda, Brackenridge High 
School, San Antonio; Secretary-Treasurer, Mr. J. Randolf, Main Avenue High 
School, San Antonio. 

The organization of the chapter came at the end of the week's session 
of the Southwest Texas Teachers' Institute, held in San Antonio, the first 
week of September. Mr. Lawrence A. Wilkins, first vice-president, delivered 
a course of lectures on methods at the Institute, and crowned his work in 
this manner. 



